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August 1, 2014 

Cal OES Daily Situation Report 

El Portal Fire, Mariposa County.  Photo Credit: The Wall Street Journal 



2 

National Terrorism Advisory 
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EDO Stacy Mason-Vegna 
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Chuck Bickinella (Night) 

FDO Len Chesmore 
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PIO Brad Alexander 

TCOM Jeffrey Howell 

IT Peggy Aday 

EQTP Kevin Miller 

Tribal Liaison POC Denise Shemenski 
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Cal OES Activations 

• The Fire EOC has been activated as of 0700 hours today, 8/1, in support of statewide fires. 
• The Modoc County EOC is activated at Level 2 in support of the Day Incident. 
• The Inland Region EOC is activated at Level 2 in support of Modoc County. 

• The SOC remains activated at Level 1 in support of Modoc County. 
 

Bald Incident, Vegetation Fire, Lassen County (New) 
8 miles Southeast of Fall River 
Per the Cal OES Fire Duty Officer as of 08/01/14 at 0924 hours: 

FRA 
• 3,100 acres, 0% contained  

• Type 3 IC assigned 
 

Lodge Complex, Vegetation Fire, Mendocino County (New) 

BLM Elkhorn Wilderness, 5 miles north of Branscomb 
Per CAL FIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 8/1/14 at 0618 hours: 

• 650 acres, 5% contained 
• Type 3 IMT assigned 
• 1 residence threatened 

• (2) PSC’s Tech’s have been assigned and will report to the EEL River Camp, 3850 Redwood Dr., 
Redway, CA. 

 

SITUATION SUMMARY 
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SKU Lightening Complex, Siskiyou County (New) 

Per CAL FIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0639 hours: 
SRA 
• 25 acres, 55% contained 

• Type 2 IC has been assigned 
• Oregon Gulch Fire has crossed the California border from Oregon and has potential structure 

threat. Contact was made with approximately 90 residences as a precautionary measure per the OES 
LDO. 
 

KNF Beaver Incident, Siskiyou County (New) 
Klamath River, Beaver Creek 

Per the Cal OES Fire Duty Officer and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0924 hours: 
FRA 
• 400 acres, 11% contained 

• Type 3 IC has been assigned 
 

July Complex, Siskiyou County (New) 
Southeast of Sawyers Bar 
Per the Cal OES Fire Duty Officer and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0924 hours: 

FRA 
• 1,147 acres, 0% contained 

• 3 fires in the Complex: White, Log, and Leaf 
 

 

 
 

SITUATION SUMMARY 
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3-7 Day Incident, Vegetation Fire, Modoc County (Update) 
Day Road, 2 miles north of Day 
Per CAL FIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0615 hours: 

SRA 
• 7,000 acres, 5% contained  

• Threatened Structures: 200 Single Residences 
• See Fire Activity Section for detailed information.  
 

El Portal Incident, Vegetation Fire, Mariposa County (Update) 
Near Highway 140 and the Community of El Portal, Yosemite National Park 

Per CAL FIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0559 hours: 
FRA 
• 4,198 acres, 58% contained 

• Threatened Structures: 50 Single Residences, 4 Nonresidential Commercial Property, 30 Other Minor 
Structures 

• Destroyed Structures: 2 Single Residence 
• Damaged Structures: 2 Single Residence 
• See Fire Activity Section for detailed information.  

 

SITUATION SUMMARY 
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Dark Hole Incident, Vegetation Fire, Mariposa County (Update) 

Four miles north of Yosemite Valley, South of Tioga Road 
Per CALFIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0545 hours: 
FRA 

• 725 acres, 39% contained  
• Yosemite Creek Trail and Yosemite Creek Campground are closed 

• Type 1 IMT assigned 
• One (1) Cal OES Fire Assistant Chief is assigned to the incident 
• No structures threatened 

• Continue to monitor fire behavior and growth and hold fire from crossing Yosemite Creek 
 

French Incident, Vegetation Fire, Madera County (Update) 
Rock Creek Campground – Madera County 
Per Cal FIRE and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0600 hours:  

FRA 
Start Date/Time: 07/28/14 at 0545 hours 

• 8,207 acres,15% contained 
• Threatened Structures: 28 Single Residences, 1 Nonresidential Commercial Property, 5 Other Minor 

Structures 

• Structure protection in the Houge Ranch and Kinsman Flat area will continue to be the primary 
objective 

• Type 2 IMT assigned 
• One (1) Cal OES Fire Assistant Chief is assigned to the incident 
• 20 Local Government Engines assigned 

• Madera County SO reports there are evacuations of campsites and summer vacation type homes. 
They have four deputies and one lieutenant assigned to the incident.  

SITUATION SUMMARY 
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Web Incident, Vegetation Fire, Butte County (Update) 

Web Hollow, West of Hwy 32, 6 miles north of Forest Ranch, Butte County 
Per THE Cal OES Fire Duty Officer and the ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0924 hours: 
SRA 

Start Date/Time: 07/28/14 at 1311 hours 
• 389 acres timber and logging slash, 90% contained 

• Expected Containment: 08/01/2014 
• Continue to build and improve line. 
 

Potential Earthen Dam Failure, Yuba County 
At approximately 1222 hours, July 31, 2014 Yuba County OES reported the potential failure of a private 

reservoir earthen dam in the community of Browns Valley, Yuba County. The initial assessment was there 
was no immediate threat with a follow-on assessment at 1625 hours that a potential for dam failure did 
exist, endangering downstream residents.  

 
Update: At 2020 hours, July 31, 2014. Holly Powers of Yuba County OES reported that Department of 

Water Resource (DWR) personnel inspected the dam and determined that there is no imminent threat of 
failure of the dam, and that downstream residents are not in danger. There is debris in both spillways of the 
dam and Yuba County OES will have a meeting on Friday 8/1/14 to address spillway cleanup and any 

needed structural repairs of the dam. Yuba County is activated at Level 1, Duty Officer Status. 
 

•   The NWS Sacramento Weather Forecast Office (WFO) has been briefed. 
•   Cal OES Inland Region REOC is monitoring this incident  
 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 
• SOC / Inland REOC remains activated in support of 2014 Drought 

SITUATION SUMMARY 
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WEATHER 
WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AND CENTRAL COASTAL AREAS: 

 
Eureka Weather: 
A persistent weather pattern will remain in place for the next few days. There will be a slight chance of 

thunderstorms across the Trinity Alps each afternoon and evening beginning Saturday and continuing 
into early next week. Otherwise, the interior can expect above normal temperatures while the coast 

should anticipate overnight low clouds and fog. 

 
San Francisco Weather: 
The typical summer weather pattern has returned to the region with night and morning coastal low 
clouds and fog stretching into the valleys and clearing skies in the afternoon hours. Near normal 

temperatures and dry weather are expected through the weekend and following week.  

 
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY 

 
Sacramento Weather: 
Hot temperatures continue with a cooling trend beginning Sunday. A return to Sierra showers and 

thunderstorms is possible again early to mid-week next week.  

 
Hanford Weather: 
High pressure will continue to bring well above normal temperatures to the central California interior 
through at least Tuesday with a chance of thunderstorms each day along the Sierra Crest. A surge of 

monsoonal moisture this weekend will bring an increased threat of thunderstorms to the higher terrain 
including the Sierra Foothills and the Kern County Desert by Sunday afternoon and evening.  
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WEATHER 

WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA: 
 

Los Angeles Weather: 
An upper level high east of the region will keep temperatures above normal through the weekend. 

Night and morning low clouds will affect much of the coast line through the period. Monsoonal 
moisture will bring a slight chance of thunderstorms to the mountains and deserts on Sunday, 
otherwise dry conditions are expected through Thursday.  
 
Extreme Southwestern California Including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and  

Southwestern San Bernardino Counties: 
Moisture from the southeast will increase through the weekend and combine with low pressure aloft to 
bring showers and thunderstorms at times to the mountains and deserts. Some thunderstorms could 

even occur near the coast, especially Saturday through Sunday. Temperatures will be a little lower the 
next few days, though humidities will be higher. The low pressure system will move northeast out of 

the area early next week and result in drier weather. Areas of low clouds and fog will occur near the 
coast most nights and mornings through the middle of next week.  
 

Southeast California Weather:  
There will be a slight chance of thunderstorms this afternoon and evening mainly in the higher terrain 

of northern Inyo County. Thunderstorm chances will increase area wide this weekend, as deeper 
moisture and a potent upper level disturbance moves in, with the main concerns being very heavy rain 
and erratic gusty winds.  
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STATE WEATHER MAP 
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 
Preparedness Levels: 

  
National Preparedness Level 3 
  

Northern California 
Preparedness Level 3,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 2 

  
Southern California 
Preparedness Level 3,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 2 

California Fire Potential & Weather Maps 

 
Southern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8 

 
Northern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10 
 
California Fire Weather Map Watches and Warnings 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php 
 

NWS California River Forecast Center: 
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/  

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 
3-7 Day Incident, Vegetation Fire, Modoc County (Update) 

Day Road, 2 miles north of Day 
Per CAL FIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0615 hours: 
SRA 

• 7,000 acres, 5% contained  
• Threatened Structures: 200 Single Residences 

• Threat to the communities of Day and Lookout 
• Type 3 IC has been assigned 
• 3 Local Government Dozers and 5 Water tenders assigned 

• Mitigate threat to the community of Day and timber lands. Establish fire control lines. 
 

Emergency Management: 
Evacuations/Shelters 
• Per the Cal OES Law Duty Officer, Modoc has issued voluntary evacuation notices to approximately 

200 residences in the Big Valley Ranch Area and in the Community of Lookout. 
• Evacuation Shelters:  

• Big Valley High School at 400 Bridge Street, Bieber, Lassen County;  
• Adin Community Hall, Adin, Modoc County 
• Per the Department of Social Services, there is no overnight shelter count to report and there 

are no Community Care Licensing Facilities affected. 
• Animal Shelters: 

• Small Animals: Staging for small animals will be at Adin Elementary School, with a 
representative from Animal Control present and assistance from the High Plains Humane 
Society. 

• Large Animals: Modoc County OES is arranging for large animal transport if needed; the Alturas 
Stock Yard is being utilized as a sheltering area. 
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 
3-7 Day Incident, Vegetation Fire, Modoc County Cont. (Update) 

 
Activations 
• The Modoc County EOC is activated at Level 2 in support of the Day Incident. 

• A dedicated Modoc EOC Evacuation Information Line has been established: 530-233-5342 
• The Inland Region EOC is activated at Level 2 in support of Modoc County. 

• The SOC remains activated at Level 1 in support of Modoc County. 
 
Deployments 

• (1) Cal OES Inland Region Emergency Services Coordinator is responding to the incident. 
• (2) Cal OES PSC Radio Technicians will deploy to the Day Incident today, 8/1. 

 
Road Closures 
• Road closures on Day and Sneider Ranch Roads have been lifted and residents are being allowed 

back in.  
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3-7, LMU LCA 

• 2 Miles North of Day 
• Modoc County 

Day 
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 
El Portal Incident, Vegetation Fire, Mariposa County (Update) 

Near Highway 140 and the Community of El Portal, Yosemite National Park 
Per CAL FIRE, Cal OES Duty Officers, and ICS-209 as of 08/01/14 at 0559 hours: 
FRA 

  
Fire Information: 

• 4,198 acres, 58% contained 
• Threatened Structures: 50 Single Residences, 4 Nonresidential Commercial Property, 30 Other Minor 

Structures 

• Destroyed Structures: 2 Single Residence 
• Damaged Structures: 2 Single Residence 

• TYPE 1 IMT assigned 
• Commitment of CAL FIRE Ground and Air Resources 
• Total Personnel – 1,360 

  
Emergency Management: 

Evacuations/Shelters 
• Residences in the Foresta area are still under an active evacuation order. 
• Per Mariposa County Sheriff’s Office, 87 residences and 1 business under Mandatory Evacuation 

Orders. 
• Crane Flat Campground has been evacuated 

 
Resource Center 
• The American Red Cross (ARC) has opened a resource center located at the New Life Christian 

Church, 5089 Cole Road in Mariposa.  
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 
El Portal Incident, Vegetation Fire, Mariposa County Cont.  (Update) 

 
Deployments 
• One (1) Cal OES Fire Assistant Chief is assigned to the incident. 

 
Mission Tasking 

• Mission number 2014-IREOC-4143 has been assigned to CA Air Resources Board for four air 
monitors at the request of for Mariposa County Environmental Health.  

 

Utilities 
• PG&E Outage Map, last updated 1735 hours on 07/31/14, reports 59 customers in the area are 

without power. Estimated time of restoration: 8/1 at 1900 hours. 
 
Road Closures 

• Foresta Rd at Hwy 140 is open to residents only as of 0900 hours on 07/29/14  
• Crane Creek at Hwy 140 is open to residents only as of 0900 hours on 07/29/14 

• Hwy 120 "Big Oak Flat" Rd is closed from Crane Flat to Hwy 140 
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El Portal Incident, Vegetation Fire, Mariposa County 
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CAL OES ACTIVATIONS   

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

• The SOC is activated at Level 2 in support of the Drought State of Emergency from 0800-1700 

hours daily.   

• The Inland REOC is activated at Level 2 from 0800-1700 Monday through Friday or as needed.   

• The Southern REOC is activated at Level 1.  

• The Santa Barbara County OA EOC is activated at Level 2 to be handled by the duty officer for 

the purpose of monitoring activities and gaining situational awareness. The operational period is 
Monday – Friday, 0800-1700 hours. 
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Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

Situational Summary 
 
 

On January 17, 2014 Governor Edmund G. Brown proclaimed a State of Emergency and directed state 

officials to take all necessary actions to prepare for drought conditions. The State Operation Center 
(SOC) is activated to implement objectives in support of the Governor’s priorities. The lack of winter rain 
and snowfall has resulted in extremely dry conditions in many parts of the State. Reservoir levels are 

down significantly from where they should be on average for this time of year. If conditions continue 
severe impacts to municipal water supplies, agriculture (plants and livestock) and firefighting capabilities 

are likely in store for the State over the next few months. Negative economic impacts will also result. 
 
The drought could result in severe impacts to the municipal water supplies, wells, agriculture (plants and 

livestock) and firefighting capabilities for several months. The SOC continues to be activated to monitor 
the situation statewide, and support regional and local operational areas.  

 
• On 7/15/14 the State Water Resources Control Board passed a new emergency regulation to reduce 

outdoor urban water use.   The regulation makes an exception for health and safety circumstances.  

Local agencies can ask courts to fine water users up to $500.00 a day and the SWRCB can fine 
water agencies up to $10,000.00 per day. The adopted regulations are expected to go into effect by 

August 1, 2014 and remain in effect for 270 days. 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/publications/factsheets/docs/emergregsurban_fs072214.pdf 

 

• Current Reservoir Levels continue to decline. Pine Flat had a 5% decrease from last week. Levels as 
of July 30: Don Pedro 44%; Exchequer 21%; Folsom Lake 42%; Lake Oroville 36%; Millerton Lake 
53%; New Melones 26%; Pine Flat 14%; San Luis 23%; Lake Shasta 35%; Trinity Lake 36%; 

Pyramid Lake 93%; and Castaic Lake 47%.  
 
 
 

https://mail.ces.ca.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=7Wd7lh8tgU2ekHkLjEFYdvfkhqDHeNEIg62dOyQnxUhF9fBHo3UrXAlktPODW4R0cgaiwhlYaPY.&URL=http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/faq.shtml
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Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

Situational Summary 
 
 

• Drought Top Environmental Concern of Californians, PPIC Report Finds : A newly released 
survey by the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) reveals that drought and wildfires are at the 
top of the list of public worries about the impacts of global warming. The survey also found that 75% 

of respondents believe public water agencies should require residents to reduce water use.  
http://www.acwa.com/news/water-supply-challenges/drought-top-environmental-concern-californians-ppic-report-finds 

 

• Save our Water. Find easy tips both indoors and outdoors and start saving water every day. Tour the 
California Urban Water Conservation Council’s interactive H2ouse to learn more ways to save water 

indoors and outdoors! http://www.saveourh2o.org/tips  In early August 2014, the Save Our Water 
campaign will launch a new microsite and additional drought-specific PSAs in Spanish. 
 

• The 2014 Governor Drought Task Force continues to meet regularly to take actions that conserve 
water and coordinate state response to the drought. 

 
• Cal OES continues to gather drought-related costs from state agencies and local governments. 

 

• The  DWR has released a list of unmonitored high and medium priority groundwater basins. As 
outlined in California’s Water Code, some counties and groundwater management agencies in 

unmonitored basins may be ineligible for water grants and loans administered by the state.  
       http://www.acwa.com/news/groundwater/dwr-releases-list-high-and-medium-priority-groundwater-basins 
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County Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations:  

Drought Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations: 

      Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations

 Inland Region

 County Date Signed Request Reaffirmation Received

 Glenn 1/30/2014; 4/16/2014  State and Federal relief 3/10/2014

 Kern 1/14/2014  Gubernatorial and Presidential 6/27/2014

 Kings 1/14/2014  State and Federal assistance 7/31/2014

 Madera 1/28/2014  No specific request 7/21/2014

 Mariposa 5/13/2014  State and Federal assistance 7/8/2014

 Merced 3/6/2014  No specific request 6/27/2014

 Modoc 3/5/2014  No specific request 7/29/2014

 San Joaquin 1/28/2014  No specific request 5/21/2014

 Sierra 7/22/2014  Gubernatorial and Presidential

 Shasta 5/15/2014  No specific request 7/29/2014

 Siskiyou 3/11/2014  Gubernatorial and Presidential 6/17/2014

 Sutter 2/11/2014  Gubernatorial and Presidential 6/2/2014

 Tulare 2/4/2014  CDAA and Federal assistance 7/15/2014

 Tuolumne 2/4/2014  CDAA and Federal assistance 7/18/2014

 Yuba 2/18/2014  Gubernatorial and Presidential  7/14/2014

 Coastal Region

 County Date Signed  Request Reaffirmation Received

 Humboldt 7/1/2014  No specific request

 Lake 3/6/2014  CDAA and Federal assistance

 Mendocino 1/7/2014  No specific request

 Sonoma 2/25/2014  CDAA and Federal assistance

 Southern Region

 County Date Signed  Request Reaffirmation Received

 Inyo 1/28/2014  CDAA

 Santa Barbara 1/17/2014; 5/23/2014  No Specific request; CDAA

 San Luis Obispo 3/11/2014  CDAA and Federal assistance
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City / Tribe / Special District Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations: 

Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations: (Cont.) 
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City / Tribe / Special District Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations: 

Declarations/Resolutions/Proclamations: (Cont.) 
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County Drought Task Force Meetings 
Information as of 7/29/14 

 



26 

CAL OES MISSIONS 

Ongoing Cal OES Missions 

 
• 2014-FIRE-4427, CAL FIRE has requested (6) Type 1 and (1) Type 3 helicopters to assist with 

aerial firefighting operations. UPDATE: 7/31/14 at 1925 hours: the CAL FIRE request has been 

increased to (17) CNG Helicopters as follows: (14) Type 1 Helicopters (UH60 or CH47), (3) Type 3 
Helicopters (UH-72). 
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Mission:     

We protect lives and property, build capabilities, and support our communities for a 

resilient California. 

  

We achieve our mission by serving the public through effective collaboration in 

preparing for, protecting against, responding to, recovering from, and mitigating the 

impacts of all hazards and threats. 


